A2 Information and Communication Technology




Implementation of Legislation


Specification Reference – 4.6 Legal Aspects

Heathcote –  1st Edition Chapter 54, 2nd Edition Chapter 47

Mott and Leeming, 2nd Edition – Chapter 16

The use of computing facilities within an organisation is affected by a number of pieces of legislation.  The main ones are:

· Data Protection Acts of 1984 and 1998

· Copyright Designs and Patent Act 1988

· Computer Misuse Act 1990

· Health and Safety at Work Act 1974

· EU Health and Safety Directive 87/391

You should be familiar with the main provisions of this legislation. See:

Heathcote –  1st Edition Chapter                         , 2nd Edition Chapter 10, 12, 13

Mott and Leeming, 2nd Edition – Chapter 2, 6

What are the main provisions of the Data Protection Act?

How would you expect the DPA to effect an organisation’s IT Policy? 

What steps would you expect a large organisation to take to ensure that it was not in breach of  copyright legislation?

Every organisation needs to conduct regular evaluations of the working environment with regard to the use of computers.  What are the main points you would expect to be covered by such an evaluation?

IT managers have to be aware of certain legislation that will impact on the procedures within both their department and the rest of their organisation.


Discuss this statement.  Particular attention should be given to:


Methods of enforcing and controlling the protection of data within the organisation.


Methods of enforcing and controlling the use of software within the organisation.


The role of the IT department in developing and implementing suitable strategies to assist in these tasks.


(Quality of language will be assessed in this answer.)
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