AS/A ICT


Software Evaluation





Name:

As a group, decide on a specific type of software you would be interested in evaluating:

List the specification of the hardware you have access to:

Processor:










Hard disk space available:








Monitor size:










Storage / backup facilities:








You have a budget of £300 and require the software to be licenced for up to 5 PCs which have the above specification.

Produce an evaluation report of three different examples of suitable software using data collected from some of the the following websites…

www.itreviews.co.uk

www.zdnet.com


www.vnunet.com


www.cw360.com


www.pcformat.co.uk

www.about.com
www.computeractive.co.uk
www.becta.org.uk

Evaluation report
1. Methodology used

2. Evaluation






Complete as many sections as you can
	
	Software 1
	Software 2
	Software 3

	Name of software
	
	
	

	Functionality


	
	
	

	Performance


	
	
	

	Usability and Human-machine interface


	
	
	

	Transferability of data


	
	
	

	Compatibility


	
	
	

	Robustness


	
	
	

	User support


	
	
	

	Resource requirements


	
	
	

	Upgradability


	
	
	

	Portability


	
	
	

	Financial issues


	
	
	


3. Recommendations with justifications

Questions:
Read ‘Software evaluation’ from 'Software Strategies' (chapter 21 of your textbook) and answer the following questions from P.238-240…


Questions: 3, 10, 12, 13, 16

Task:
Re-read your Year 12 notes on OLE and DDE.

Extension:
Search the Internet for further information on the following keywords…
· Benchmark tests

· Alpha testing

· Beta testing

· Computer bureaux

(look at the services offered)




· Software consultancies
(look at the services offered)
· Software houses

(look at the services offered)
· Systems houses

(look at the services offered)
1

