Validation and Verification

1. Explain the difference between the terms verification and validation when applied to data. Illustrate your answer with an example of each. 


(4 marks)

2. A video and games rental shop uses a database package to record membership details of customers who wish to borrow videos or games. The following details must be entered for each new member; full name, address, postcode and date of birth. 
(a) Name and describe a validation check that could be used when data is first entered into the following fields for a new member. Your validation check must be different in each case.
· Full-Name (2) 

· Postcode (2) 

· Date of Birth (2) 

(b) The database package automatically generates a membership number. Explain why this is required. (2)

(8 marks)

3. A school uses an information system to store details of students' examination entries and results.  As part of this system a program is used to check the validity of data such as candidate number, candidate names and the subjects entered. 

(a) Suggest three possible validation tests, which might be carried out on this data. (3)
(b) Explain, with an example, why data which is found to be valid by this program may still need to be verified.  (2)


(5 marks)
