Databases

Practice Questions

	Reference
	Question

	1. Summer 2002 ICT2 Question 9
	A flat file system is used to store orders taken by an electrical retailer. Examples of records from the file are shown below.
  

Customer
Address
Order 
No.
Date of 
Order
Item No.
Description
Price
Tel No.
Staff 
No.
Sales Person
Paul Smith
38 Beech Road
2345
4/11/01
456
Steam Iron
£35.45
01234- 665577
78
Sue Sneath
Anne Chu
27 Ash Square
2359
4/11/01
764
Toaster
£19.99
01234- 897645
62
Bert Jones
Anne Chu
27 Ash Square
2359
4/11/01
798
Kettle
£19.99
01234- 897645
62
Bert Jones
Sean Page
19 Elm Lane
2361
5/11/01
461
Microwave Oven
£125.00
01234- 567483
78
Mrs Sneath
Joan Patel
16 Oak Close
2362
5/11/01
764
Toaster New
£15.99
01234- 192837
78
Sue Sneath
(a). Referring to the examples above, describe the problems that have occurred by storing the data in a single file flat file. (6) 
(b). The flat file system is to be replaced by a relational database.
What structures would be needed in this database to allow for the effective updating and retrieval of data? (4) 
(10 marks)

	2. Spring 2002 ICT2 Question 5
	A database has been used to replace a flat file information storage and retrieval system. 
List four advantages of using a database. (4)
(4 marks)

	3. Summer 2001 ICT2 Question 7
	A company that organises music festivals sells tickets via the Internet. An on-line booking form has to be completed to reserve the tickets. 

(a). State three fields other than Name, Address and Postcode that you would expect to find on the booking form. (3) 
(b). Name and describe a different validation check for each of the fields you have chosen. (6) 
(9 marks)

	4. Spring 2001 ICT2 Question 5
	A company is experiencing difficulties with its computerised flat file information storage and retrieval system. Describe three benefits that the company would gain by converting to a relational database system.
(6 marks)

	5. AEB 1997 Computing Question 2
	Name and describe two validation checks that could be used when a product code number is input.
(4 marks)


